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SUNDAY, July 26, 2009

Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. —
Hebrews 7:25

Please keep in your prayers:

e A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer. Please pick one up for
your daily prayer/devotion time.

Your participation last week -- AttendancCe........ccoovvevieiiinieniennnns. 77
Contribution........cccoveveevenean... $1,658
Building Fund Balance.......... $3,610

GEMS FROM JIM

| don’t know about you, but | am excited about Westchurch. |
am excited about the future. Our membership is growing, our
building fund is growing and | believe that our zeal for the Lord is
growing. With the anticipated pay-off of the building loan in early
2012 and the removal of the Red House, things are coming into
place for the building of a “Family Life Center”. | am excited about
the future of this church.

| am equally excited about the present of this church. We are
growing. We are growing in number. We are growing in spirit. We
are growing in love. We have many opportunities in the present to
represent Jesus in this community. Let's not let these opportunities
pass us by.

WE ARE BETTER TOGETHERI!!!



Happened...Happening...Gonna Happen...

Ice Cream Social—We had a great time last night at the Ice Cream
Social at the Dufour’'s. Some of us should not want any ice cream for
at least a day or two. Thanks to Bernie & Brenda for hosting.

Back To School—Sunday morning, August 9, we will have our
second annual “Back To School” worship assembly. This is a great
opportunity to invite school teachers and families with school children.
Following the worship assembly, we will be having lunch together.
More details will follow.

A Note From The Elders—Last week, a congregational business
meeting was held to discuss the options of renewing the mortgage
note on the building. The balance due is $36, 705.68. Our present
lender, Florida Parishes’ Bank, has offered a 36 month loan at 6.95%
for the balance. Harry Lee Smith and Owen Sweatt offered to finance
this balace at an interest rate of 4.0%. The payments would remain
$1,250.00 per month with the entire loan being paid off by February,
2012. This was agreed to by those present without objection.

New and Improved—Be sure to check out our new web site,
www.hammondchurchofchrist.com. We still have a lot to do, but a lot
has been done. Thanks to Chris Fayette and Mike Perrin for all their
work. Also, notice the renovations and improvements in the foyer.
Thanks to Becky Johnson, Reba Perrin, Don Hartman, and Chris
Fayette for all of their work on this.

Red House—We have found someone who wants the Red House.
They will move it from the church property at no cost to us. Other
than appliances, if you want anything in the house, please remove by
next Sunday.




Forgiveness?
by Ron Rose

She came in complaining about my sermons always being about forgiveness and grace ... |
needed to come down harder on the sinners and in her words, "nail them." After her rant, | asked,
"So, you've got forgiveness and grace all worked out in your own life?"

"Well, Ron, there are some things you can't turn loose of, things that don't deserve grace, or
forgiveness. That's just the way it is. | know it's that way in my family." She leaned over my desk
and revealed a heart hardened by resentment and bitterness, "No, forgiveness is not an option. I've
been hurt too much." The grudge was too embedded. And her spiritual life was powerless and
trapped in the wilderness. Lack of forgiveness had turned in a critical, spirit of judgment. She
wanted me to make everyone else as miserable as she was ... as long as she was in charge, of
course. A year later she left the church ... looking for harder preaching.

On the other side of her story is Reginald Denny. Remember him?

Years ago, Reginald Denny drove his truck into the riots of South Central Los Angeles and the
video cameras captured every detail of two men smashing his truck window with a brick, hauling
him from the cab and beating him with a broken bottle and kicking him until the side of his face was
caved in.

Then at the trial, in spite of protests from his own lawyers, Denny walked over to the mothers of the
two defendants, hugged them and told them he forgave them. The mothers responded with hugs
and tears. How could he do that? One commentator stated, "Well you know, Denny did suffer some
brain damage."

Forgiveness doesn't make sense: sometimes it just seems like nothing is more important than
hanging on to the grudge ... sometimes "turning loose" is nothing but a slogan. But, then God steps
in and a miracle happens ... Turning loose becomes an experience.

Don't forget three basics:
1. Forgiveness doesn't mean that you condone what was done.

2. Forgiveness doesn't depend on the other person's apology ... it's the experience of finding
inner peace.

3. Forgiveness is a gift for you ... by offering it, your life is no longer controlled by what someone
else has done. The weight of hurt and resentment and bitterness are released and you are
finally free.

God has forgiven ... so what are you going to do?



