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SUNDAY, August 2, 2009

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that | have com-
manded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of
the age. — Matthew 28:19-20

Please keep in your prayers:
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer. Please pick one up for your
daily prayer/devotion time.

Your participation last week -- Attendance 73
Contribution $1,825
Building Fund Balance $3,610

GEMS FROM JIM

In spite of all the dust and things out of place, it is great to be together this

mor ning. There is a song that say
God’'s wonder ful peopl e.” I heard
f oBest People On Eatth | don’t know if that
believe it applies to Christ’s chu

Today, as we assemble together, let us truly worship together. Let us sing with
the spirit and with understanding together. Let us sing together with all of our

heart s. As we commune together 1iIn
to the cross and to the empty tomb. As we are led in prayer, may we all join to-
get her i n heart and spirit as we t

you, may we together be brought closer to Him.
Did you notice a common word????
WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER!!!



HappenedéeéHappeni ngé Gonn

First Wednesday of Auqust—This Wednesday, August 5, we will
NOT be having our regular “First Wednesday Night Meal”. We will
honor our August birthdays and anniversaries during our lunch nest
Sunday. We will have our Wednesday assembly at 7:00 p.m.

Back To School—Sunday morning, August 9, we will have our sec-
ond annual “Back To School” worship assembly. This is a great op-
portunity to invite school teachers and families with school children.
Following the worship assembly, we will be having lunch together.
More details will follow.

Game Night—Back to School Game Night Il will be here at the
building Saturday, August 22, 6:30 p.m. Bring snack foods and your
favorite games.

Trip To Aquarium—Saturday, August 29, the teens will be going to
the Aquarium in New Orleans. For more information, see Kirk Bell.

New and Improved—Be sure to check out our new web site,
www.hammondchurchofchrist.com. We still have a lot to do, but a
lot has been done. Thanks to Chris Fayette and Mike Perrin for all
their work. Also, notice the renovations and improvements in the
foyer. Thanks to Becky Johnson, Reba Perrin, Don Hartman, and
Chris Fayette for all of their work on this. Thanks for your patience
with the dust, etc. while we are making these improvements.

Red House—We have found someone who wants the Red House.
They will move it from the church property at no cost to us. Other
than appliances, if you want anything in the house, please remove
today.




HIDDEN TREASURES

Joe Chesser

| read about a couple who was having a garage sale. Among other items
they wanted to get rid of was a mirror they had received as a wedding present.
wWho hasnét-gsbt eddorafweddi ng pr deeeasbn
they were selling it was because it had a gaudy aqua-colored metal frame and
they just couldn’t find any room in their house where it could be hung (except in
a closet). At garage sales you can sell just about anything, so it didn’t take long
for some weirdo looking to decorate his apartment to come along and buy it for
a dollar. He was elated. He excitedly told the couple selling the mirror, “This is
a great deal. It still has the plastic on it!” Then he peeled off the aqua-colored
protective covering to reveal a beautiful gold finished frame underneath.

If you know what you are looking for, you can often find real treasures at
garage sales that most others think is junk. (Personally, | am usually the other
way around. | think | have found a treasure, buy it, only to find out later that it
really was junk.) It takes a special eye, a special ability to look beyond the sur-
face and see the beauty that lies underneath.

God has that ability. He can see things that escape most of us. Who
would have thought before his conversion that the Apostle Paul was a hidden
treasure? God had the ability to look beyond the outer shell that most people
saw in Saul (Paul) and see a true treasure. What most people saw was a young
man rapidly climbing in the power rankings of Judaism. He was educated by
Gamaliel (Acts 22:3) and a Pharisee who was faultless in his legalistic law-
keeping. He was even willing to use violence to persecute those who would op-
pose his particular brand of religion (Philippians 3:4-6). But God was able to see
through the “protective coating.” He could see the beauty underneath, and was
willing to pay the price to purchase the hidden treasure for his own use. Even
after his conversion, it took a while for others to see what God saw in Paul.
| wish | were like that. | wish | could look underneath the protective coating peo-
ple portray to the world and uncover the beauty that lies beneath. | know there
are hidden treasures all around me. | know there are people who are longing to
have their outer layer peeled off so that the beauty underneath can be released
to glorify God. | want to learn to see people through the eyes of God. God
needs people like Barnabas (Acts 9:27) who helped others see the beauty Paul
could become. May we be like Barnabas and see the hidden treasures God
sees!

t hen



