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SUNDAY,  August 16, 2009 

 

Welcome to Westchurch!  Today, we have the privilege of gathering as God’s 
family.  In this gathering, we have the opportunity to worship our Father and 
give and receive strength and encouragement from our brothers and sisters.  
If you are visiting with us today, it is our hope and prayer that we can give you 
as much encouragement as your presence gives us. 
 

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that 

they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and 

they took note that these men had been with Jesus.—Acts 4:13 

Please keep in your prayers: 

A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer.  Please pick one up for your 
daily prayer/devotion time. 
 
Your participation last week  -- Attendance 70 

Contribution $1,966 
Building Fund Balance $3,650 

GEMS FROM JIM 

I want to thank everyone for the positive and encouraging comments made 
concerning our ñBack To Schoolò worship assembly last Sunday.  The children of 
this congregation are very important to us and we need to let them know that 
frequently.  This was one opportunity to show them their importance and ask Godôs 
blessings on them as they begin a new school.  Thanks to all who stayed nd 
enjoyed our lunch together as well as those who stayed to hear about Ginaôs 
mission trip to the Ukraine.  (Donôt we have a sweet daughter-in-law?) 

After today, we have 19 more opportunities in 2009 to gather together on 
Sunday morning and worship our Father and fellowship with our brothers and 
sisters.  Letôs take advantage of as many of those opportunities as possible. 

WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER! 



HappenedéHappeningéGonna Happené 

Back To School Sunday—Thanks to everyone who worked so hard 
in preparation for our Back To School Sunday last week.  We had a 
great worship assembly together and a wonderful meal together. 

Mission Report—Following our lunch together last week, Gina 
Mauldin gave us a report and showed some slides from her recent 
trip to the Ukraine.  She spent two weeks there teaching Bible in a 
State owned youth camp.  It was great to hear of the wonderful work 
there and that we had the opportunity to be a part of it. 

Thank You Note—Dear Westchurch Family; Thank you so much for 
your generous financial support and numerous prayers for my 
mission trip to Ukraine.  It was a wonderful experience and we were 
able to share about God and his love with many children and adults.  
I appropriate your generous hearts.  In Christ’s love, Gina Mauldin 

Game Night—Back to School Game Night II will be here at the 
building Saturday, August 22, 6:30 p.m.  Bring snack foods and your 
favorite games. 

Trip To Aquarium—Saturday, August 29, a group will be going to 

the Aquarium in New Orleans.  For more information, see Kirk Bell. 

Fifth Sunday Singing will be at the Amite Church of Christ on 

Sunday, August 30.  More information will follow. 

IF YOU ARE HEADING IN THE WRONG 

DIRECTION GOD ALLOWS U -TURNS!  



My friend is an attorney in the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex. Several years ago, we were having lunch 
together. At some point in the conversation, he made a statement that I have remembered for about 

eight years. He said: 

I just wish that the church would recognize what I do at work as legitimate ministry. Every day, I 
attempt to be faithful to my calling as a follower of Jesus. I try to practice law as an expression of 
my vocation as a Christ-follower. I try to treat people as I think Jesus would treat people. Yet, our 
church NEVER recognizes this kind of life as ministry. No, the ministry that gets affirmed is either 

something that happens in the church building or is organized by someone at the church. 

I hear his frustration. Why is it that we often don't recognize what someone does in their work toward 

another as legitimate ministry? 

Let us consider a few basic realities of work and ministry: 

1. Most of the church's waking hours are spent at work. Consequently, work is where the church is 

doing much of its ministry. 

2. We are concerned about work in the church because work is where the church is to be found much 
of the time. The primary ministry of the church is what we do every day through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, wherever we are. One could almost say that the organizational ministries at church supplement 

what we are doing every day at work and beyond. 

3. Far too often, we see the church's ministry as something that happens in the church building and in 
some way is connected to a church building. Again, the truth is that the church's work is being done 

wherever the people of God are. 

4. We often see church members only in terms of what they contribute through the church through its 
organized ministries. Yet, we also need to be affirming people for what they contribute to the kingdom 

of God in their workplace. 

5. God cares about our work and the Gospel can make a real difference wherever we are. 

I think my friend is right. Far too often, we just ignore the everyday ministries of people in our church 
while we praise those who are involved in organized ministries. I'm not sure Jesus would do this. He 

actually cares about your work. The Gospel can make a real difference wherever you work. 

Now I am not suggesting that tomorrow when we go to work that we place Bibles on our desks or that 
we announce in some way that we are Christ-followers and are doing ministry at our workplaces. No, 
most of the time, our ministry at work will be as salt, leaven, and light. Wherever we are, we (as Christ

-followers) bring the presence of Christ into that workplace. 

REALITIES OF WORK AND MINISTRY 
ðJim Martinð 


