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SUNDAY,  August 23, 2009 

 

Welcome to Westchurch!  Today, God has given us one more day to rejoice 
and be glad.  Every day He gives us is a day to be joyful, but today is special 
because it is the day we get to gather with God’s people to worship.  If you 
are visiting with us today, it is our hope and prayer that we can give you as 
much encouragement as your presence gives us. 
 

This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and 

be glad in it.  O LORD, save us; O LORD, grant us 

success.—Psalm 118:24-25 

Please keep in your prayers: 
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer.  Please pick one up for your 
daily prayer/devotion time. 
 
Your participation last week  -- Attendance 65 

Contribution $1,332 
Building Fund Balance $3,650 

GEMS FROM JIM 
Today, we gather to celebrate the wonderful love God shows to us each day of 

our lives.  I am especially happy today because you are here with us as we worship 
and fellowship together.  Each and every person present in our worship today, 
contributes something to make the day special, and it is that way every time we 
have the opportunity to assemble together. 

TOGETHER—Such an important word as it relates to the church in scripture.  
We meet together, we pray together, we sing together, we learn together, we 
worship together, we fellowship together.  And just think how great it will be when 
we are together forever in Heaven.  Let me assure you of this, as wonderful as 
Heaven will be, for me, it WIL be better if you are there.. 

WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER! 



Happened…Happening…Gonna Happen… 

Elementary Swimming Party—Thanks to Chris and Cindy Fayette 
for hosting the elementary children yesterday for a swimming party.  
A great time was enjoyed by all.  Thanks again to Chris and Cindy 
for hosting and all who helped supervise. 

Game Night—Those who attended the Back to School Game Night 
II last night had a great time.  Thanks to those who planned and 
organized. 

Trip To Aquarium—Saturday, August 29, a group will be going to 
the Aquarium in New Orleans.  For more information, see Kirk Bell. 

Fifth Sunday Singing will be at the Oak Grove Church of Christ on 
Sunday, August 30.  More information will follow. 

 
Some weeks after the new preacher arrived in town, he had an occasion to ride the bus 
from his home to the downtown area. When he sat down, he discovered that the driver had 
accidentally given him a quarter too much change. As he considered what to do, he 
thought to himself, 'You'd better give the quarter back. It would be wrong to keep it.' Then 
he thought, 'Oh, forget it, it's only a quarter. Who would worry about this little amount? 
Anyway, the bus company gets too much fare; they will never miss it. Accept it as a 'gift 
from God' and keep quiet.' When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the door, and 
then he handed the quarter to the driver and said, 'Here, you gave me too 
much change.ô  The driver, with a smile, replied, 'Aren't you the new preacher 
in town?'  'Yes' he replied.  'Well, I have been thinking a lot lately about going somewhere 
to worship. I just wanted to see what you would do if I gave you too much change. I'll see 
you at church on Sunday.' 

 When the preacher stepped off of the bus, he literally grabbed the nearest light pole, held 
on, and said, 'Oh God, I almost sold your Son for a quarter.' Our lives are the only Bible 
some people will ever read. This is a really scary example of how much people watch us as 
Christians, and will put us to the test! Always be on guard -- and remember -- You carry the 
name of Christ on your shoulders when you call yourself 'Christian.' 



The following story is told about a United Airlines gate agent in Denver, 
Colorado who was confronted with a passenger who probably deserved to fly as 
cargo:  

During the final days at Denver's old Stapleton airport, a crowded United flight 
was canceled. A single agent was rebooking a long line of inconvenienced 
travelers. Suddenly an angry passenger pushed his way to the desk. He slapped 
his ticket down on the counter and said, "I HAVE to be on this flight and it has to be 
FIRST CLASS." The agent replied, "I'm sorry sir. I'll be happy to try to help you, but 
I've got to help these folks first, and I'm sure we'll be able to work something out." 
The passenger was unimpressed. He asked loudly, so that the passengers behind 
him could hear, "Do you have any idea who I am?" Without hesitating, the gate 
agent smiled and grabbed her public address microphone. "May I have your 
attention please?" she began, her voice bellowing throughout the terminal. "We 
have a passenger here at the gate WHO DOES NOT KNOW WHO HE IS. If anyone 
can help him find his identity, please come to gate 17." The folks behind him in line 
began laughing hysterically. Although the flight was canceled and people were late, 
they were no longer angry at United. 

I grew up in a time when people spent a lot of time trying to "find themselves" -- 
though I never quite figured out exactly what they were looking for. Do we have any 
idea who we are?  

Those of us who are Christians are children of God. That doesn't make us 
"special" in an arrogant way like the rude airline traveler, but it does give meaning to 
our lives and a deep sense of personal identity. The apostle Paul said it this way:  

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you did 
not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 
adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." The Spirit Himself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs -- heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified 
together. (Romans 8:14-17) 

DO YOU KNOW WHO I AM? 
—Alan Smith— 

http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Romans+8%3A14-17

