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SUNDAY,  August 30, 2009 

 

Welcome to Westchurch!  Today, we celebrate Jesus and the life we have in 
Him. Today we lean on the family he has given us to support and encourage 
each other If you are visiting with us today, it is our hope and prayer that we 
can give you as much encouragement as your presence gives us. 
 

Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of 

faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 

conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us 

hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is 

faithful.—Hebrews 10:22-23 

Please keep in your prayers: 
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer.  Please pick one up for your 
daily prayer/devotion time. 
 
Your participation last week  -- Attendance 81 

Contribution $1,630 
Building Fund Balance $4,150 

GEMS FROM JIM 
This past week, America lost a hero and this church family lost a 

son.  Matt Wildes gave his life in battle so that we as Americans can 
continue to enjoy the freedoms we sometimes take for granted and 
so that others can come to know the freedoms that we have. 

Over 2000 years ago, someone else sacrificed His life on a cross 
so that we can be victorious over the battles that we face on a daily 
basis.  Jesus gave His life so that we can really know what freedom 
is all about. 

So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
(John 8:36) 



Happened…Happening…Gonna Happen… 

Trip To Aquarium—Several went to the Aquarium in New Orleans 
yesterday.  Thanks to Kirk Bell for organizing the trip. 

Fifth Sunday Singing will be at the Oak Grove Church of Christ this 
evening at 6:00. For directions to Oak Grove, ask Bro. Owen. 

First Wednesday—We will NOT have our ―First Wednesday Meal‖ 
together this Wednesday.  We are planning a period of singing 
together at 7:00. 

 

WHEN WE LOVE DEEPLY 
ðTerry Rushð 

When we love with the depths of Christôs heart within us, a new world opens.  
It is as if a new creation is found to be born upon our doorstep.  Our 
assignment? To nurture the ñwhoeversò to a new life they never dreamed 
possible.  Why? Because He first loved us with such Standard. 

When we love like Jesus we may kiss or we may not.  Getting to hold another 
may be appropriate; but it is not the issue.  What we do is we give without 
regard of a receipt for our efforts. We love powerfully and freely because the 
one in our sights has a receiving bin in their heart...waiting to discover Godôs 
love still exists.  Love is needed...by all. 

 When we love we believe in the other when such canôt believe in self.  We 
have a hope for another when their candle of hope burnt out long ago.  We 
endure with the struggles of clash and even of love because our new love 
knows no conclusion...the deep Christ-love has no dead-end alleys. 

When we put the life of God in others because what we received directly from 
Him came with orders to give it away. 



Ever feel guilty when somebody quoted this Bible verse: "Be still, and know that I am 
God"? (Psalm 46:10). I'll bet you'd like nothing better than to find a quiet time today. 
Maybe you are even planning for it. Wonderful things can happen in times of solitude, 
stillness, and silence before God. But "stillness" is hard to come by and simply isn't 
available on some days or in certain life experiences.  

There's precious little time for stillness when production deadlines are close. A report 
is due in three hours. An inspection is in progress. If you live in a big city, there are voices 
and horns. There is constant motion. Shared living space has someone else's music, 
someone else's TV, and someone else's voice. Where do you find God in all the noise?  

Then there is "noise" of a different quality altogether. Pain from illness or injury 
screams at you. The pressure of finding a new job or putting life together after a death 
takes away your tranquil sense of God. Sadness, disappointment, and loss crash over you 
with the roar of an angry sea.  

Strange as it may seem to say, the greater need for some of us may be less for 
stillness than to learn how to hear God's voice smack in the middle of all the noise, chaotic 
activity, and disorienting trouble.  

"They reeled and staggered like drunken men; they were at their wits' end. Then they 
cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and he brought them out of their distress. He stilled 
the storm to a whisper; the waves of the sea were hushed. They were glad when it grew 
calm, and he guided them to their desired haven. Let them give thanks to the 

Lord ..." (Psalm 107:27-31).  

Do you really think ours is the first generation of humankind to feel the pressure of 
noise, tension, and uncertainty? Of course it isn't. And the experience of some of those 
people can guide us in our times of stress.  

Whoever the subjects of this ancient-but-always-modern thought (Psalm 107), they 
were reeling and staggering under their load. There was no serene stillness before God 
for them. To the contrary, they were "at their wits' end." So right in the middle of their 
frenzy and distress, "they cried out to the Lord in their trouble" -- and God heard them.  

If your life has more tumult than stillness, more crash than tranquility, God has not 
abandoned you. He beckons you to cry out to him, and he will show himself to you. Amidst 
the noise, you will find him with you in the middle of it all.  

WHO CAN BE STILL? 
—Rubel Shelly— 

http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Psalm+46%3A10
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Psalm+107%3A27-31
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Psalm+107

