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SUNDAY,  September 13, 2009 

 

Welcome to Westchurch!  Today, God has given us one more opportunity to 
gather with His family.  We assemble to worship our Father and to spend tie 
with His children, our brothers and sisters.  If you are visiting with us today, it 
is our hope and prayer that we can give you as much encouragement as your 
presence gives us. 
 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be 

glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 

for ever and ever! Amen.—Ephesians 3:20-21 

Please keep in your prayers: 
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer.  Please pick one up for your 
daily prayer/devotion time. 
 
Your participation last week  -- Attendance 61 

Contribution $1,445 
Building Fund Balance $4,150 

GEMS FROM JIM 
It seems that the last few weeks have been filled with 

opportunities for ministry, opportunities to care for people and meet 
their needs in God’s name and for His glory.  But you know, the only 
difference between the last few weeks and ―normal times‖ is that 
these opportunities were obvious, even blatant.  Each week and day 
of our lives, God gives us opportunities to minister to others and in 
doing so to bring honor and glory to Him.  We just have to keep our 
eyes and ears open and be ready to recognize those opportunities. 

I hope and pray that, as a church, we are always looking for and 
expecting opportunities for ministry for the glory of God. 

We Are Better Together! 



Happened…Happening…Gonna Happen… 

Thanks For The Help—Thanks to all that helped Jared and Nicole 
move yesterday and during the week.  Your hard work was 
appreciated. 

New Job— Stacey Evans RN is now working in Hammond at 
Southeast Mental Health on Club Deluxe Road.  She is the 
Community Liaison.  Southeast is a local center, not related to 
Southeast Louisiana State Hospital.  It is a private center 
offering mental health counseling and partial hospitalization. 

Temporary Address—Jeanine & Danny Duarte, 22827 Acorn Valley 
Dr., Spring, TX  77389.  Jeanine’s birthday is September 27. 

THE SERIOUSNESS OF DIVINE MERCY 
ðThomas Mertonð 

―The Cross is the sign of contradiction — destroying the 

seriousness of the Law, of the Empire, of the armies. . . . But the 
magicians keep turning the cross to their own purposes. Yes, it is for 
them too a sign of contradiction: the awful blasphemy of the 
religious magician who makes the cross contradict mercy! This is of 
course the ultimate temptation of Christianity! To say that Christ has 
locked all the doors, has given one answer, settled everything and 
departed, leaving all life enclosed in the frightful consistency of a 
system outside of which there is seriousness and damnation, inside 
of which there is the intolerable flippancy of the saved — while 
nowhere is there any place left for the mystery of the freedom of 
divine mercy which alone is truly serious, and worthy of being taken 
seriously.‖ 



I don't like paying taxes. I especially don't like the whole process of 
filing taxes here in the United States. It's amazing how complicated our 
tax code has gotten. In 1913, the tax code was just over 400 pages long. 
The instructions for filing consisted of two pages. In 2008, the code had 
grown to over 67,000 pages; the instructions for filling out the basic form, 
the 1040, had grown to 155 pages. The complexity of accurately filing 
taxes fuels an entire tax-preparation industry. Because of that, most of us 
feel a bit of anxiety when filing taxes: Did I get everything right? 

Some people feel a similar anxiety when they think about God. Did I 
get everything right? Have I made amends for all the bad things I've 
done? Have I done enough good things? Did I say the right words, go to 
the right places, think the right thoughts? Even though the Bible isn't as 
long as the U.S. tax code, the consequences of being wrong can fill 
anyone's heart with fear. 

If you feel nervous when you think about standing before God on the 
Day of Judgment, you might be surprised at something the apostle Paul 
wrote, "Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1). Peace? 
Peace with God? How can we have peace with God when we have to 
constantly worry about getting everything right in order to please him? 
The answer to that question is, we can't. If our being right with God 
depends on us and what we've done, we'll never be at peace. But look at 
the first part of what Paul says: "Since we have been justified through 
faith." We can have peace with God because our future doesn't depend 
on us doing everything right. Writing to the church in Ephesus, Paul 
wrote, "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith -- and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -- not by works, so that no one 
can boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9). It's not about what we've done; it's about 
being saved through faith in the gift that God has to offer us. 

Did I Get Everything Right? 
—Tim Archer— 

http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Romans+5%3A1
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Ephesians+2%3A8-9

