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SUNDAY,  September 20, 2009 

 

Welcome to Westchurch!  Today we worship God  Today we sing praises. 
Today we pray to our Father.  Today we hear God’s message. And we get to 
do all of this TOGETHER as God’s family. If you are visiting with us today, it is 
our hope and prayer that we can give you as much encouragement as your 
presence gives us. 
 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no 

law.  Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with 

its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with 

the Spirit. —Galatians 5:22-25 

Please keep in your prayers: 
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer.  Please pick one up for your 
daily prayer/devotion time. 
 
Your participation last week  -- Attendance          86 

Contribution   $1,982 
Building Fund Balance $4,250 

GEMS FROM JIM 
Sometimes it really amazes me that God has allowed me to be a part of His 

great and glorious work.  It boggles my mind that He uses my imperfect human 
voice to share His message with others.  To think that He uses my hands and feet 
and heart to minister to others on God’s behalf.  And He does that with each of us. 

No matter where you are and what your roll is, God has made you a steward of 
great opportunities.  He trusts you!  He loves you!  He has confidence in you!  Isn’t 
it amazing? 

We Are Better Together! 



HappenedéHappeningéGonna Happené 

Thanks—The following note was received from Tangi Food Pantry: 
On behalf of the Board of Directors I would like to thank you for 
the generous donation of assorted food items and canned goods 
delivered to our Distribution Site earlier this month.  The 
continued support that we receive form congregation members of 
Westchurch is truly appreciated.  The volunteers as well as the 
families who receive these items are also grateful for your help. 
Donations such as yours are a blessing to us and greatly aid the 
Pantry in providing for many needy families in Tangipahoa Parish. 

New Members— We are excited to welcome to the Westchurch 
family Jared, Nicole, Noah, and Jackson. We sincerely look forward 
to having them as a part of our family here.  They have requested 
our presence at their wedding, Sunday, October 4, at 2:00 p.m. at 
the Amite Church of Christ.  Their new address is: 

Nichole and Jared Schweinefus 
12321 Pineview Ln. Apt. A 
Ponchatoula, LA  70454 
(225)414-0043 

Temporary Address—Jeanine & Danny Duarte, 22827 Acorn Valley 
Dr., Spring, TX  77389.  Jeanine’s birthday is September 27. 

Veggie Tales—Next Sunday, immediately following our worship 
assembly, we will enjoy a time of fellowship along with the sharing of 
vegetable and fruit trays.  Make plans to stay and enjoy this time 
together with our family and guests. 

You Are Invited—One Nation Under God Prayer Rally, to boldly 
proclaim that we are a Christian Nation.  Join us as we pray for this 
great nation, Saturday, October 3, 5:00 p.m., Cate Square Park. 



We place some people on a pedestal, high above all others. 
I first realized this many years ago when Charlotte and I were in the home of a young couple 

who lived in North Alabama. They were newly married. She was a Christian and he was not. We 
were in their home that evening because he wanted to ask some questions regarding Jesus, the 
Bible, Christian faith, etc. 

At one point in this conversation, this young woman referred to her dad, who was a long time 
minister in our area. She said, "My dad has never done anything wrong." I then asked her to 
explain what she meant by that. She went on to say, "I have never known my dad to say or do 
anything that was wrong. He never mentioned that he struggled with anything. He never 
apologized for anything. I just assumed for all of these years that he was perfect." 

Now I know her dad. He was a good man. Perfect? No. 
Sometimes we put people on pedestals. Some of us place fathers, mothers, and other family 

members there. Many Christians place their minister or other church leaders on such a pedestal. 
Our expectations of such church leaders are incredible. Some feel very uncomfortable when they 
realize this is where they have been placed by . On the other hand, there are some people who 
seem to relish being there. Yet, the pedestal is a dangerous place to live. 

Beware of living on a pedestal. 
1. The pedestal does not invite a life of daily repentance. Instead, it can all too easily 

accommodate secrecy, distance, and rationalization. 
2. The pedestal invites unreal expectations. While I may admire someone, to place them on a 

pedestal is a set-up for major disappointment. 
3. The pedestal creates either delusion and arrogance (maybe I really am as great as they say I 

am), or loneliness (there is no one who I can talk with about my humanness). 
Sometimes ministers who have been placed on such a pedestal find themselves living with 

impossible expectations. Consequently, many feel very defeated. Yet, some ministers seem to 
desire the pedestal. Complicating this even further, some Christians seem all too ready to place 
them in such a position. Perhaps it is a way of vicariously living as a Christ-follower through the 
minister. "I may not be doing very well in my walk with God but you ought to see my minister." 

Pedestal living can create a spirit of arrogance and entitlement. For example, the minister 
may live among the congregation as if he is entitled to special treatment because of the role, etc. 
Such a spirit of entitlement can powerfully influence a person toward making decisions that are 
unwise and even immoral. 

Pedestal living often becomes cocoon living where one feels isolated and alone. Instead of a 
lifestyle marked by ongoing confession and repentance, this minister feels that he must hide and 
keep to himself his struggles. 

We were never created to live on a pedestal nor do we do anyone any favors by placing them 
on one. 

Life On The Pedestal 
ðJim Martinð 


