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SUNDAY, October 18, 2009

Welcome to Westchurch! Today is special because God is here. Today is
special because you are here. Today is special because we are here together.
Today is special because we are here together with God. Thanks for helping to
make today special.

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with
one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit through the bond of peace.—Ephesians 4:2-3

Please keep in your prayers:
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer. Please pick one up for your
daily prayer/devotion time.

Your participation last week -- Attendance 80
Contribution $1,623
Building Fund Balance $4,765

GEMS FROM JIM

| really miss being with you all this morning. | enjoy worshipping with the
Westhurch family. | enjoy being a part of the Westchurch family. | really enjoy
preaching for the Westchurch family. | miss preaching for you this morning. | know
that you are in good hands. | know that Bro. Owen will share an inspiring message
from God’s word. | look forward to seeing you next week.

With man this is impossible, but not with God; All
things are possible with God. 6 Mark 10:276

We Are Better Together!
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Discover 2009—This weekend, the teens, along with
chaperones (the Bells and the Mauldins) are in Monroe for the
annual youth rally. Pray for their safe trip home this afternoon.

2010—The elders would like to meet with all of the committee
chair persons on Monday, October 19, 7:00 p.m. We want to
get a jump on preparing for next year.

Ladi es 06 Ldlharehwillobe a ladies’ fellowship salad
luncheon at noon on Saturday, November, 7, at the home of
Reba Perrin. Make plans to attend.

New Bibe Study Series—This past Wednesday evening we
began a new series of study for our adult Bible class. The
series is entitled, Christian Character Clinicd A Study of 2 Peter
1:5-7. In this passage, there are eight character traits that are
listed as being key ingredients of the Christian life. Come nd
join us on Wednesday evenings as we consider these ftraits.
There are books for this study in the foyer.

New Book—Former member of | Aot st
Westchurch, Bob Hastings, will be in the et -

area this week promoting a book he has & i

written and has just been published. The me

book, The Lakes of Pontchartrain, is a
comprehensive  exploration of the The Lakes of Pontchartrain
fascinating ecology and history of one of
the South’s most complex and thriving
estuaries. Bob will be at Barnes and
Noble in Mandeville, Friday, October 23, |, .
3:00—5:00. g1 ]




The God Who Cares
d Tim Archero

"Jesus wept."

That verse, John 11:35, is the shortest verse in the English Bible (in the original Greek, 1
Thessalonians 5:17 is shorter). Two words. Three syllables. But that verse conveys a world of
meaning.

Jesus wept.

Jesus was watching Mary and Martha, dear friends of his, weep for their brother. He knew
that Lazarus would live again, that the moment of his resurrection was only moments away. But
Jesus wept. Not for his own sadness. Not from any sense of despair. He wept at the grief of
people he loved.

Jesus wept.

Mary and Martha knew that Jesus could have kept their brother from dying. They also knew
that he hadn't done so. They wanted to believe in him, yet he seemed to have failed them in their
moment of need. Did his tears mean that their faith was misplaced, that he was actually
powerless in the face of death?

Jesus wept.

Moments before, Jesus had shared a secret with Martha when he said, "l am the resurrection
and the life" (John 11:25) He had also promised her that Lazarus would live again. Still, he wept
upon seeing Martha and Mary's tears.

Jesus weeps.

We face that same internal conflict. Sometimes it feels like God is far away when we are
hurting. It can even feel like he doesn't care. He could prevent all death and suffering, yet here
we are, drowning in a sea of grief.

Let me tell you that Jesus still weeps. He still hurts. He grieves with us. He knows that death
is not the end, that resurrection and life will soon triumph. Yet he sees our pain and weeps with
us.

Jesus weeps.

God cares. | can't explain every aspect of pain and suffering, but | want to assure you that
God cares. And we Christians, as the body of Christ, also care. Your hurt is our hurt. Your pain is
our pain. Those of us who seek to live as Jesus lived are called to weep alongside those who are
grieving.

Jesus weeps.

God cares. Jesus weeps. And his church wants to stand by you in your time of need. No,
Christians aren't perfect, and we will sometimes let you down. But we have been called to imitate
the man who wept at the pain of his friends.
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