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SUNDAY, November 1, 2009

Welcome to Westchurch! May our time together today help to bring each one of
us closer to God, closer to one another, and closer to the image of Jesus!

Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.—John 17:3

Please keep in your prayers:
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer. Please pick one up for your
daily prayer/devotion time.

Your participation last week -- Attendance 83
Contribution $1,649
Building Fund Balance $4,765

GEMS FROM JIM

The desire to be appreciated is something that God designed us
with. | know that | have it and | am fairly sure that you do to. | want
to thank each member of the Westchurch family for helping to
satisfy that need in me. Your remembrance of my family and me for
“Clergy Appreciation Month” sincerely boosted our spirits. In the 2
1/2 years as your minister, | definitely feel loved by this church.
Thanks for loving us! Thanks for appreciating us! Thanks for
supporting us! And never forget that we love and appreciate this
church and all that each of you do for the Kingdom!

We Are Better Together!




Happened...Happening...Gonna Happen...

Wednesday Evening Meal—This Wednesday we will have our monthly meal at
6:00 p.m. to honor November birthdays and anniversaries. The menu will include
Jambalaya, Green Beans, Cole Slaw, and desert. Following the meal we will have
a period of singing and devotional.

Ladi es 6 —Tharenwit de e ladies’ fellowship salad luncheon at noon on
Saturday, November, 7, at the home of Reba Perrin. Make plans to attend.

Congratulations—to Andrew Mauldin for singing the National Anthem at the
Hammond High Football Game Friday night.

FYI—With the U.S. Census process beginning, the Better Business Bureau (BBB)
advises people to be cooperative, but cautious, so as not to become a victim of
fraud or identity theft. The big question is - how do you tell the difference between a
U.S. Census worker and a con artist? BBB offers the following advice:

1. IfaU.S. Census worker knocks on your door, they will have a badge, a
handheld device, a Census Bureau canvas bag, and a confidentiality notice. Ask
to see their identification and their badge before answering their questions.
However, you should never invite anyone you don't know into your home.

2. Census workers are currently only knocking on doors to verify address
information. Do not give your Social Security number, credit card or banking
information to anyone, even if they claim they need it for the U.S. Census.
REMEMBER, NO MATTER WHAT THEY ASK, YOU REALLY ONLY NEED TO
TELL THEM HOW MANY PEOPLE LIVE AT YOUR ADDRESS.

3. Eventually, Census workers may contact you by telephone, mail, or in person at
home. However, the Census Bureau will not contact you by Email, so be on the
lookout for Email scams impersonating the Census. Never click on a link or
open any attachments in an Email that are supposedly from the U.S. Census
Bureau.

4. For more advice on avoiding identity theft and fraud, visit www.bbb.org


http://www.bbb.org

People Of Character

"Here is a simple, rule-of-thumb guide for behavior: Ask yourself
what you want people to do for you, then grab the initiative and
do it for them” (Matthew 7:12 MSG)

The story is told of a father who asked his son to return their grocery cart to
the retrieval area after unloading it. Although it would have taken only a
minute, the son protested. "Oh, Dad," he said, "There are carts all over the
lot. None of those people returned theirs. No one expects them to."

Then Mom jumped in to support her son. “It's a job for someone; they pay
people to collect the carts. Returning our cart is taking that job away from
that person. Leave the cart and let's just go."

Dad was about to give in when he saw an elderly couple walking together
to return their cart. After a moment, he said to his son, "We're not
responsible for what other people do, but we are responsible for what we
do. There are two kinds of people: those who put their carts away and
those who don't. We put our carts away because that's the kind of people
we are."

This story isn't just about grocery carts. It's about doing the right thing in a
world that seems to promote rationalizations and excuses that trivialize
simple acts of kindness. There are two kinds of people: those who find the
strength to do what they ought to and those who find excuses not to.

People of character do the right thing even if no one else does, not
because they think it will change the world, but because they refuse to be
changed by the world. I'm not saying people who don't return their shopping
carts are moral felons, but there is a lot to admire in people who have such
a strong sense of decency and responsibility that they put principles above
convenience.

Jesus said it another way --- do unto others the way you would want it done
unto you. This applies to your spouse, family, friends and acquaintances ---
and yes even to the simplest of acts show up in people of character ---- like
not littering or returning a grocery cart.




