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SUNDAY,  November 8, 2009 

Welcome to Westchurch!  May our time together today help to bring each one of 
us closer to God, closer to one another, and closer to the image of Jesus! 

The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not 

steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, 

are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." Love 

does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.ð

Romans 13:9-10 

Please keep in your prayers: 
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer.  Please pick one up for your 
daily prayer/devotion time. 
 
Your participation last week  -- Attendance          72 

Contribution   $2,036 
Building Fund Balance $4,805 

GEMS FROM JIM 
I am not sure exactly how, but 2009 is getting closer and closer 

to being a thing of the past.  2010, while once just a dream in the 
future, is getting closer and closer to reality.  It is time for us as a 
church to start preparing for 2010.  While we have experienced 
many successes in 2009 and in the past few years, we cannot stay 
there and live in the shadow of those successes.  We must plan 
ahead and move ahead.  It has been said that ñfailing to plan is 
planning to fail.ò  

The elders and I seek your input as we plan for the future of this 
congregation.  Think about it.  Pray about it.  Share those thoughts 
and prayers. 

We Are Better Together! 



HappenedéHappeningéGonna Happené 

Teen Cook-outðThe teens will have a cook-out  November 21 at the home of the 
Hartmans.  For more information, see Kirk Bell. 

Ladiesõ LuncheonðThere were several ladies at the fellowship salad luncheon at  
the home of Reba Perrin yesterday.  Thanks to Reba for hosting. 

1 Corinthians 9:26a  

óSo I run straight to the goal with purpose in every stepó NLT 

A parable is told of a farmer who owned an old mule. The mule fell into 

the farmer's well. The farmer heard the mule 'braying' and raising a 

ruckus. 

After carefully assessing the situation, the farmer sympathized with 

the mule, but decided that neither the mule nor the well was worth the 

trouble of saving. Instead, he called his neighbors together and told them 

what had happened. He then enlisted them to help haul dirt to bury the 

old mule in the well and put him out of his misery.  

Initially, the old mule was hysterical! But as the farmer and his 

neighbors continued shoveling and the dirt hit his back, a thought struck 

him. It suddenly dawned on him that every time a shovel load of dirt 

landed on his back: he should shake it off and step up! This he did, blow 

after blow.  

"Shake it off and step up ---  shake it off and step up ---  shake it off 

and step up!" he repeated to encourage himself. No matter how painful 

the blows were or distressing the situation seemed the old mule fought 

"panic" and just kept shaking it off and stepping up!  

You're right! It wasn't long before the old mule, battered and ex-

hausted, stepped triumphantly over the wall of that well and said, "Why 

are you looking in a tomb for someone who is alive?ó  

What seemed like it would bury him, actually blessed him. All because 

of the manner in which he handled his adversity.   



Tom Long tells the story of one of his students who went home 
to Baltimore and was driving around in his car with his father. As 
they drove, they talked about the plight of the inner city. Finally, 
after some time they thought they should call home and tell the rest 
they were on the way and would be home in time for dinner. 

At the edge of the park, they saw a pay phone and began 
walking toward it (This alone sets this story back a few years, 
doesn't it)? A person, who was apparently homeless, approached 
them and asked, "Do you have any spare change?" The young man's father had a pocket 
full of change. He dug it out and held in both hands a lot of change. "Here, take what you 
need." The guy couldn't believe he had been encouraged to take what he needed. He 
thought, "I'll take it all." So, he took all of the man's change and put it in his pocket. 

The young man and his father walked away and about ten steps later realized they 
had been on their way to the pay phone and had now given away all of their change. The 
father called back to the homeless man and said, "Excuse me; I just gave you every bit of 
change I had and I need to make a telephone call. I wonder if I could have just 25 cents 
back." The homeless person turned around, put the change in his hand, and said, "Here, 
take what you need." 

As my friend Tim Spivey reminded me recently, God is a generous giver. God has 
said to all of us, "Here, take what you need." Every day we enjoy what actually belongs to 
him. Now we are in the position to be generous, whether we have our hands full of 
change or whether we have just a few coins like the widow who put two mites into the 
treasury. We have the opportunity to reflect the goodness and the mercy of God and to 
say to the world, "Here, take what you need." 

Now that is our God! 
Take what you need. 
He is generous. He is giving. He is completely over the top when it comes to caring 

for you and me. Unbelievable. 
The next time I am tempted to be stingy with my encouragement, my forgiveness, my 

time, or my money, I want to remember that when God deals with us, he gives. 
Take what you need. 

Take What You Need  

—Jim Martin— 


