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SUNDAY, November 15,2009

Welcome to Westchurch! May our time together today help to bring each one
of us closer to God, closer to one another, and closer to the image of Jesus!

I will rejoice and be glad in your love, for you saw my affliction
and knew the anguish of my soul.—Psalm 31:7

Please keep in your prayers:
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer. Please pick one up for your
daily prayer/devotion time.

Your participation last week -- Attendance 72
Contribution $1,721
Building Fund Balance $4,805

GEMS FROM JIM

In the early 70’s, Kris Kristofferson and Marijohn Wilkins wrote a
song that has been recorded by over 200 artists. It has been
considered by many as one of the most inspirational songs of all
time. The song is actually a prayer:

One day at a time sweet Jesus,
That's all I'm asking from you.

Just give me the strength

To do everyday what | have to do.
Yesterday's gone sweet Jesus,

And tomorrow may never be mine.
Lord help me today, show me the way
One day at a time.

Great advice and even greater prayer. The truth of the matter is,
to survive and succeed, we must take life one day at a time and we
can only do that with God'’s help.
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Teen Cook-outd The teens will have a cook-out November 21 at the home of the
Hartmans. For more information, see Kirk Bell.

Community Thanksgiving Serviced Crossgate Church in Robert will be hosting
the annual Hammond Community Thanksgiving Service on Thursday, November
19, at 7:00 p.m. This is a great opportunity to gather as a community in expressing
our thanks and praise to God.

Congregational Meetingd There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday,
November 22, at 2:00 p.m. to get input from each member of Westchurch
concerning our plans and goals for 2010. It is important to have the input of
everyone as we move forward as a church. Please make plans on being here.

Mission Sundayd Sunday, November 29, wil!/ b
the works in Croatia, Albania, and Hammond.

0To every thing there is a season,
under the heaveno (Ecclesiastes 3
10. Take time to work d It is the price of success

Take time to think d It is the source of power

Take time to play d It is the secret of perpetual youth

Take time to worship d It is the highway to reverence

Take time to be friendly 41t is the road to happiness.

Take time to dream 4 It is hitching one's wagon to a star

Take time to love and be loved dltis a privilege from God.

Take time for friendship  d 1t is a source of happiness.

Take time to laugh &It helps lift life's load.

BN w koo N oo

Take time to pray dltis the oil that lubricates your day.



Life As A Puzzle

Life is like a puzzle, a jig saw puzzle. There are various challenges to assembling that
1000 or 1500 piece picture. The first step comes with selecting which puzzle you want to
do, normally determined by the picture on the box. Then you take all the pieces out and
lay them on the table, picture side up and begin sorting. Next you separate out all the
border pieces, the ones with a flat side. The corner pieces are primo because the
chances of finding the right fit for these, runs about 1 in 4. Likewise, in the Christian life
some things are pretty clear cut; most people figure out that lying, stealing, adultery and
killing are wrong.

The rest of the pieces aren't quite so easy to place? Oh, you can gather them
according to color and shade, and look for repeating patterns. But, before you do too
much the most strategic decision in puzzle assembly must take place. You see, without
this one crucial step the rest of your efforts will fail miserably: you take the box top and
set it on end so that you can see the picture! And you keep the picture in sight all the
time, you constantly look back at, you study it, you take your pieces (especially the
stubborn ones) and place them up next to the box top picture to determine where the
image on the piece might fit in the big picture on the box. Eventually, with patience,
endurance and determination you make your way to the completion of the task: the
picture assembled on the table matches the one on the box.

Some people, though, go through life either forgetting what the big picture is all about,
or have never seen it in the first place. They are forever trying to sort through the pieces
of life without understanding the goal. We were made in God's image, according to the
book of Genesis, but this image in us has been greatly marred by sin. However, Christ is
the exact image of God (Hebrews 1:4). He is what we are supposed to be like. Therefore,
we need to set Him before ourselves, in constant view. That is why the writer of Hebrews
12:2 says that we should "fix our eyes on Jesus." We need to see Him, study him, bring
all the pieces of our life and circumstances to Him. We need to meditate on Him, so that
we become so familiar with Him that we increasingly see the many pieces of life fitting
into place. Even the black pieces of life turn out to provide the shadow cast in a beautiful
picture that brings out the texture of the landscape. The portrait of Christ on our lives, in
the end, is wonderful.

Don't spend all your time shifting and sorting through the pieces of life aimlessly. Why

not take a passage of Scripture that describes Christ and commit it to memory. Start with
Hebrews 12:2-3 today. Make it your regular practice to look at The Picture!




