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SUNDAY, November 22, 2009

Welcome to Westchurch! Today, we gather as a thankful people. Thankful for
the blessings of the past, the opportunities of the present, and the hope of the
future.!

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.—1 Thessaonians 5:16-18

Please keep in your prayers:
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer. Please pick one up for your
daily prayer/devotion time.

Your participation last week -- Attendance ..........ccooovvviiiiinnanen. 63
Contribution..........ccoevvenieenn. $2.229
Building Fund Balance ......... $4.805

GEMS FROM JIM

As of today, there are 6 weeks remaining in the year 2009. Only
6 weeks until the year 2010. | have heard a lot of discussion at to
whether it is O-10 or just 10. The important thing, is not what we
call the year, but what we do with it! As a church, we are making
plans for 2010. We need you to be a part of making those plans
and enacting those plans. Please be here this afternoon and
participate in our discussion of plans for next year.

As an individual, are you making plans for 20107 Do your plans
include spiritual growth? Do your plans include serving God and
others? Do your plans include more involvement in helping
Westchurch to grow?

By the way, we don’t quit on 2009 while we are planning for

2010. We continue to follow Paul's example as stated in Philippians
3:14—1I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.




HappenedéHappeni ngéGonna

Teen Cook-out—Thanks to the Hartmans for hosting the cook-out
for the teens yesterday evening. A special thanks to John Bell for
presenting the devotional.

Congregational Meeting—Don’t forget the congregational
meeting on this afternoon at 2:.00 p.m. to get input from each
member of Westchurch concerning our plans and goals for 2010.
It is important to have the input of everyone as we move forward
as a church. Please make plans on being here.

Suqgestionsd The activities committee has requested any
suggestions for congregational activities for next year. Any
suggestions can be written on a card and placed in the prayer box.

Congratulations to Gabe Woods for signing to play baseball for
Ole Miss. Gabe is the grand-son of Ruthie Wallace, the great-
grand-son of Mary Louise Gipson, and brother of Chelsea Woods.

Mission Sunday—Sunday, November 29, will be “Mission
Sunday” as we consider the works in Croatia, Albania, and
Hammond.

It would be nice if you
remembered the restof

DURINE THIS WONDERFUL WEEK
OF THANKS&IVING, WE PAUSE TO
REMEMBER TO E_{I:"E YOU THANKS

the year too!
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"Give and it shall be given unto ybuke.8:38)

Our eight year-old granddaughter, Mary Kathryn, was excited as she bounded through the
door with her report card for the past nine weeks in her hand. She could hardly wait to show her
granddaddy all the A's that report card contained. To her that meant $1.00 for each A that he had
promised to give her.

Sure enough, with a grateful heart for the excellent grades he saw before him, granddaddy
reached in his billfold and counted out $6.00 for six A's. With a bounce in her step and joy on her
face, Mary Kathryn hurried to her room with the money. This was hers to spend as she chose!

| prayed she would spend it wisely, but delighted in watching her little mind spin trying to
decide how to use it. A couple of days later Mary Kathryn asked me to take her to the Dollar
Store. She said, "Grandma, | want to spend four of my six dollars to replace the items in our treat
box at school. That will leave $2.00 for me." Well, that pleased this grandma very much so |
made arrangements to take her as soon as possible.

Picking out just four things at the Dollar Store wasn't all that easy. She loved everything. She
would put some items in our basket and then change her mind. She rearranged everything in
that basket several times. Finally she had it narrowed down to six items. Exactly the amount of
money her granddaddy had given her. "Help me choose four things grandma," Mary Kathryn
pleaded.

| wanted the decision to be hers. | decided to not rush her and to give her all the time she
needed. It was a perplexing place for an eight year-old to be. There were six treats she really
wanted to share with the other children at school. But, she only had $4.00 to spend if she kept
$2.00 for herself. She already had those two items picked out and put on the other side of the
basket.

Silently, | said a short prayer for her. Suddenly, her eyes lit up! | knew she had decided what
she was going to do. My sweet Mary Kathryn, who has a heart of gold and is such a giver, said,
"l know, Grandma, | will just use all of my $6.00 to give to the treat box at school." My heart
melted right there in that Dollar Store.

All the while | thought she was struggling in her mind trying to come up with the right amount
of toys for her dollars, Mary Kathryn was using her heart to solve the problem. She would give it
all. Immediately, God reminded me that he says in his Word, "Give and it shall be given unto
you." That was the answer. This Grandma makes that Biblical principal complicated sometimes.
And, yet, it seemed so simple to this young child who has been taught that God will take care of
her needs.

Lord, may her heart unceasingly be generous, and may she always believe that you do as
you promise in your Word. Give unto Mary Kathryn as she so graciously shared with her friends!
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http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Luke+6%3A38

