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SUNDAY,  December 6, 2009 

Welcome to Westchurch!  Your presence today, whether a member or guest, 
makes the day more special.  We’re glad that you are a part of our gathering 
today to worship God and encourage one another! 
 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.òðJohn 3:16 

Please keep in your prayers: 
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer.  Please pick one up for your 
daily prayer/devotion time. 
 
Your participation last week  -- Attendance ................................... 72 

Contribution .......................... $3,069 
Building Fund Balance .......... $4,805 

GEMS FROM JIM 

It seems that the ñbattle cryò during this time of year is MORE!  We want MORE sales, 
MORE points for our football team, MORE gifts, MORE money, MORE stuff, etc. 

Donald Trump said, ñThe point is that you canôt be too greedy.ò  We live in a society of greed.  
Always wanting MORE.  Never being satisfied.  I think the great philosopher Little Richard had it 
exactly right when he said ñGreed has taken the whole universe, and nobody is worried about 
their soul.”  Cyclist Lance Armstrong said, “The riskiest thing you can do is get greedy. ñ 

I encourage you to make this holiday season different. Show the world that we can be better 
than the stereotypical greedy American.  Lets show them our good side! 

Do you want MORE of something this year?  Here is a suggestion: 

2 Peter 3:18 ñBut grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.ò ESV 

 Get MORE Jesus!  Worship more.  Learn more. 

Get MORE like Jesus!  Give more.  Care more.  Love more. 

Give MORE glory to Jesus!  Live for Him and not you.    Live for others and not 

yourselves. 



HappenedéHappeningéGonna Happené 

Listen To The Radio—Bro. Owen Sweatt, has been invited to be the 

guest on the popular Johnny In the Morning Show on WHMD on 

Monday, Dec. 7. The show will air at about 8:30 a.m. Owen will share 

his experiences in World War II when he flew more than two-dozen 

missions in a B-17 bomber over Nazi controlled Europe. 

Teen Christmas Party—December 12 at the home of Delmy Miles.  
For more information, see Kirk Bell. 

Adult Christmas Party—December 19 at the home of Chris and 
Cindi Fayette. 

SuggestionsðThe activities committee has requested any 
suggestions for congregational activities for next year.  Any 
suggestions can be written on a card and placed in the prayer box. 

Committee Leadersô Meeting—The elders would like to meet with 
all of the Committee Leaders on Monday evening, December 14, at 
7:00 p.m. to go over plans for 2010.  Please have budget 
requirements and plans ready for discussion. 

Treats For Troops—There is a box on the table across from water 
fountain for items to be collected to send our military personnel.  
Please bring items and place in box by December 6. 

Gift Box—There is a box in the foyer for gifts for ―Santa Bear‖.  
These will be given to children in this community. 

Tangi Food Pantry—There are Brown Paper grocery bags on the 
table across from water fountain for Tangi Food Pantry.  These bags 
can be taken by each family and filled (or as much as your family can 
do) with non-perishable food items (ie. Canned fruits, vegetables, 
soups, spaghetti sauces, etc) and returned to building on Sunday, 
December 20. 



Itôs the week after Thanksgiving, and you know what that means ï shopping for 
Christmas is now officially open, and at a frenzied pace.  We may not be spending quite 
as much this year as in years past, but that only makes shopping for just the right gift that 
much more important.  For some people, gift giving is simple.  They always know just the 
right thing to buy, and always in just the right size and color.  They just have a knack for 
buying gifts.  Others are more like me.  I struggle with what to buy, finally make a 
decision, and a week later find something that would have been better.  So now, do I take 
back the first gift and buy the second, or do I just give what I already have (Iôm asking for 
help here!)?  I wish I knew the perfect gift to give each person on my list. 

Actually, I do.  I know the perfect gift, and itôs something I can give to everyone, 
whether on my list or not.  The best gift I can possibly give cannot be purchased at Sears 
or order online.  This gift is not something I have to save for, nor is it like any gift anyone 
else can give.  Itôs unique, itôs one of a kind, and I am the only one who can give it.  That 
gift, of course, is me ï myself! 

I am the best gift I can give my wife, my children and my grandchildren. I am the 
best gift I can give my neighbor and co-worker.  I am the best gift I can give those I know 
and even those I donôt know, those who are poor and those who are wealthy, those who 
are young and those who are old.  I am even the best gift I can give my Lord.  I know this 
is true because I learned it from Him. 

From Paulôs words in Galatians 2:20 we learn: ñI have been crucified with Christ 
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.ò  I crucify myself because he 
allowed himself to be crucified.  I love him because he first loved me (1 John 4:10, 19).  
Giving ourselves to God and others is the absolute best gift we can possibly give.  
Nothing is a close second.  Would my wife prefer a new watch more than my time, my 
affection, my attention?  Not in a hundred lifetimes!  Would my children, grandchildren, 
fellow Christians ï anyone ï prefer gifts from WalMart?  No.  And neither would God. 

The Corinthians are forever remembered because ñthey gave themselves first to 
the Lord and then to us in keeping with the Lordôs willò (2 Cor. 8:5).  Nothing you can buy 
will ever substitute for giving yourself.  Itôs fun to exchange wrapped presents at 
Christmas, but never forget that the gift that most people truly need and want, the perfect 
gift, is you.  Give yourself wrapped in love! 

On Giving The Perfect Gift 
ðJoe Chesserð 


