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SUNDAY,  December 13, 2009 

Welcome to Westchurch!  Your presence today, whether a member or guest, 
makes the day more special.  We’re glad that you are a part of our gathering 
today to worship God and encourage one another! 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.ðIsaiah 9:6 

Please keep in your prayers: 
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer.  Please pick one up for your 
daily prayer/devotion time. 
 
Your participation last week  -- Attendance ................................... 79 

Contribution .......................... $2,066 
Building Fund Balance .......... $4,855 

GEMS FROM JIM 

Once again, the Westchurch family step up to the plate and knock a grand slam.  We 
asked for donations of items to put in boxes to send to our troops in the military.  We were 
able to send ten good size boxes.  I know they will be appreciated by those receiving them, 
not only because of the contents, but because of the sentiment they represent.  These 
boxes tell our soldiers that they are missed back here at home and that they are 
appreciated for the job they are doing for us. 

There have also been several bags of groceries brought for the Tangi Food Pantry.  
Next Sunday is the cut-off date for this project.  I am confident that you are going to blow 
away my estimates on this project as well. 

The box for the gifts for ñSanta Bearò is also just about full, but a box for toys for kids 
overflowing is not a bad thing. 

Once again, this church comes through, but that should be no surprise, because that is 
the kind of church we are! 



HappenedéHappeningéGonna Happené 

Adult Christmas Party—December 19 at the home of Chris and 
Cindi Fayette.  There are maps to the Fayette’s on the table by the 
prayer box and a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 

SuggestionsðThe activities committee has requested any 
suggestions for congregational activities for next year.  Any 
suggestions can be written on a card and placed in the prayer box. 

Committee Leadersô Meeting—The elders would like to meet with 
all of the Committee Leaders on Monday evening, December 14, at 
7:00 p.m. to go over plans for 2010.  Please have budget 
requirements and plans ready for discussion. 

Treats For Troops—We had great participation for our ―Treats For 
Troops‖ boxes.  We were able to send a total of 10 boxes to our 
soldiers.  We had several women participate in packing the boxes.  
Thanks to all who were involved in any way. 

Gift Box—There is a box in the foyer for gifts for ―Santa Bear‖.  
These will be given to children in this community. 

Tangi Food Pantry—There are Brown Paper grocery bags on the 
table across from water fountain for Tangi Food Pantry.  These bags 
can be taken by each family and filled (or as much as your family can 
do) with non-perishable food items (ie. Canned fruits, vegetables, 
soups, spaghetti sauces, etc) and returned to building on Sunday, 
December 20. 

Do You Recognize Christ in Christmas? 
Not long ago, a professor of psychology in one of our great universities gave a word suggestion test 

to his class of 40 students. He instructed them to write the word ñChristmas,ò and all the class did so. 
ñNow,ò said the professor, ñright after the word óChristmasô write the first thought that flashes through 
your mind regarding that day.ò When the papers were turned in, such answers were given as ñtree,ò 
ñholly,ò ñmistletoe,ò ñpresents,ò ñturkey,ò ñholiday,ò ñcarols,ò and ñSanta Claus,ò but not one had written, 
ñJesus.ò 

As there was no room for the baby Jesus in the inn, there is no room for Him today in the 
celebration of Christmas. -- A Treasury of Bible Illustrations, Quickverse Sermonbuilder 5 



To illustrate the mixed-up values of his day, Danish philosopher Soren 
Kierkegaard told a modern day parable about thieves who broke into a jewelry store at 
night. Instead of stealing anything, they merely switched the price tags, putting high-
value tickets on costume jewelry and bargain tags on premium gems.  

I find that to be a wonderful illustration of what Jesus said when he came. He 
looked at the world's values and declared them to be upside down. All of the price 
tags were wrong. Greatness, he said, is to be found in service. Self-sacrifice is the 
only way to save one's life. The first shall be last and the last shall be first. Statement 
after statement sought to change the priorities and preferences of mankind.  

In Revelation chapter 2, we find this statement from Jesus to a group of 
Christians: "I know your afflictions and your povertyðyet you are rich!" (Revelation 
2:9). Persecuted and oppressed because of their faith, these followers of Jesus had 
fallen on hard times financially. Yet Jesus could look at them and declare them rich.  

Then Jesus turns to another group of believers and tells them: "You say, 'I am 
rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you 
are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked" (Revelation 3:17). Jesus doesn't see 
things the way the world sees them. He knew that these wealthy Christians were 
destitute on the inside.  

True riches are not measured with dollar signs. They can't be found in storage 
units or warehouses. True wealth doesn't rise and fall with the stock market. A man 
can have lots of money and plenty of possessions, yet be very poor indeed. We can't 
trust the world's judgment as to who is rich and who is poor. The price tags aren't in 
the right place.  

So what matters? Relationships. Our relationship with God and our 
relationship with other people. Money, health, youth, possessions ... these are all 
temporary things that can be lost as quickly as they are gained. Being right with God 
is the only eternal thing. And we can't be right with God if we aren't right with the 
people around us.  

Don't trust in the tags that the world has put on the things around us. Only 
Jesus can tell us what is really of value. Only Jesus can make us rich in the ways that 
count. 

Switching The Tags 
ðTim Archerð 

http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Revelation+2%3A9
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Revelation+2%3A9
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Revelation+3%3A17

