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SUNDAY, December 20, 2009

Welcome to Westchurch! Your presence today, whether a member or guest,
makes the day more special. We’re glad that you are a part of our gathering
today to worship God and encourage one another!

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on hi
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting

Father, Prince of PeaBdsaiah 9:6

Please keep in your prayers:
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer. Please pick one up for your
daily prayer/devotion time.

Your participation last week -- Attendance .............ccoovviiiiiinnl. 74
Contribution.........ccovvvvenl. $1,594

Building Fund Balance ......... $4,855
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Jordan E. Detzer was invited to preach for a church a week before (
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During the service he noticed that there was a manger scene on the altar. But

closer inspection, he saw only f
baby in the manger. When the time came for the sermon, he walked to tf
asked the congregation if they had seen Jesus. Everyone looked perplex
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A woman in the choir responded, "I know where Jesus is. He is still in fhe box

n

havendédt unpacked yet.

While that story may cause us to grin a little, it should really cause us to think a lot. As
a church, have we left Jesus packed up in a box somewhere or have we unpacked Him to
be a part of our worship, our Bible classes, our activities, and all that we do as a church?

As individuals, have we left Jesus in a box somewhere or have we unpacked Him to be
a part of our life as we go to work, school, athletic events and other things we participate
in? Have we unpacked Him and allowed Him to be a part of our family activities?

Today, unpack Jesus and let Him out of the box!




HappenedéHappeni ngéGonna

Adult Christmas Party—Thanks to Chris and Cindi Fayette for
hosting the Christmas party last night. A great time was had by all in
attendance.

Suggestionsd The activities committee has requested any
suggestions for congregational activities for next year. Any
suggestions can be written on a card and placed in the prayer box.

Commi ttee L ead-efhs dderMwoalt like i meet with
all of the Committee Leaders on Monday evening, December 21, at
7:00 p.m. to go over plans for 2010. Please have budget
requirements and plans ready for discussion.

Treats For Troops—We had great participation for our “Treats For
Troops” boxes. We were able to send a total of 10 boxes to our
soldiers. We had several women participate in packing the boxes.
Thanks to all who were involved in any way.

Gift Box—Thanks to all who brought gifts for “Santa Bear”. These
will be given to children in this community.

Tangi Food Pantry—Thanks to each of you for your participation in
bringing bags of food for the Tangi Food Pantry. You can see all the
food that was brought by looking at the table across from the water
fountain. All of these groceries will be taken to Tangi Food Pantry
this week.

First Wednesday Night Meals—During 2010, Pat Hayes will be
coordinating the planning of our meals on the first Wednesday of
each month. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to sign up
for each month. Please see Pat or Berni for more information.

You can accomplish more in one hour
with God than one lifetime without Him!
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Maryos Choi ce
d Phil Wared

The story is familiar, maybe to the point that we have forgotten how incredible it is. Some have trouble accepting the
virgin conception and birth of Jesus because it is so outside our experience. Since we believe that God created and
ordered a universe beyond our comprehension, it is not so difficult to believe he could create a child in the womb of a
virgin. What is truly amazing to me is that this young, peasant, pious, small-town Jewish virgin would accept such an
awesome and challenging task.

Do you think Mary ever imagined an angel would speak to her personally? (Luke 1:26-29) How could Mary think God
would notice a poor girl like her from despised Nazareth? Even the Bible itself reminds us that people of Mary's day
asked, "Can anything good come from Nazareth?" Why would God notice her, in this out of the way place, among a
group of people with no claim to power or position? (Luke 1:30-33; John 1:46)

Legend has it that Jewish women often prayed that they could be the mother of the Messiah. But could Mary actually
dare to pray such a prayer? What right, what claim, did she have to even be able to utter these words? The angel's words
pull back the curtain of life and help us see God's grace at work. (Luke 1:34-37)

How could she believe God would bless her when it appears in every way that he hadn't? After all, she was poor, her
country under the heel of the Roman boot, and her people had been under political subjugation for hundreds of years.
Mary had no financial or legal claim to expect God would bless her in this way. Yet Mary does believe that God has seen
her situation and has come to bless her, and through her, the Almighty would bless his people! (Luke 1:46-49)

Looking at the horrid political situation of her time -- coupled with the religious hypocrisy and power struggle -- how
could Mary think of Herod and the Romans, y e
the power-mongers and the dishonest religious leaders in the system. Yet Mary proclaims: (Luke 1:50-52)

Don't you think it must have caught in her throat when she saw Pharisees & Sadducees gloating in their rich and
religiously arrogant sense of superiority? But, Mary steadfastly trusted that God would turn the tables and make things
right for his downtrodden people. (Luke 1:53-55)

Most of all, Mary surely realized the mess she would bring on herself by accepting this challenge! How could her
friends believe her? Wouldn't her reputation be trashed as the rumors of her pregnancy swirled in the small village of
Nazareth? She must have realized that even going to live with Elizabeth during her pregnancy would not silence the
skeptics and she would be disgraced in her home town -- for how could anyone understand this miracle inside her? (Luke
1:56) Don't you think she knew her son, Jesus, would one day be called "Mary's Boy" because no one would believe his
miraculous conception? (Mark 6:3) Most of all, Mary surely had to anticipate possibly losing her betrothed husband,
Joseph, for how could he understand? (Matthew 1:18-24;Joel 1:9)

When given the open challenge of bearing the Messiah miraculously conceived in her womb by God's Holy Spirit,
Mary said, "Yes!" This is the power of God's miracle -- Mary is willing to partner with God in a mystery she could not fully
understand. Mary said, "Yes!" to the challenges and joys as well as the surprises and wounds. She said, "Yes!" to the
precious moments she would share with her baby, but she also said, "Yes!" to hearing her son being called Mary's boy in
ridicule. She said, "Yes!" to wonder of the Magi and their gifts and also said "Yes!" to the horrifying moments as she
watched her boy crucified before a hardened and mocking mob. While she could not anticipate where all this would lead
anymore than she could understand the miracle of her son's conception, Mary said, "Yes!"

You see, one verse, the miracle verse of the whole story, stands out. When faced with this blessing and this cost, with
this joy with such challenge, Mary answers the Lord with these incredible words of pledge: " | am t he
May it be to me according to your (uged138)

Such is the stuff of miracle and grace -- the gift of character that forms us to be like the Savior and provides us our
way back to God!
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