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SUNDAY, December 27, 2009

Welcome to Westchurch! Your presence today, whether a member or guest,
makes the day more special. We’re glad that you are a part of our gathering
today to worship God and encourage one another!

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting

Father, Prince of Peace.O Isaiah 9:6

Please keep in your prayers:
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer. Please pick one up for your
daily prayer/devotion time.

Your participation last week -- Attendance............cccoovviiiiiiiiiii... 75
Contribution .......ccoevvveeii, $1,961

Building Fund Balance........... $4,855

AV AV VA
GEMS FROM JIM

Well, Christmas is over. The gifts have been purchased, wrapped, given, unwrapped
and returned. The decorations have been unpacked, put up, enjoyed, taken down and
stored until next year. The deserts have been baked, enjoyed, and gone straight to extra
poundage. The families have gathered, laughed, cried and gone back home. Yes,
Christmas is over.

But the celebration of Jesus is not over. As Christians, we celebrate Jesus throughout
the year. We celebrate His birth, His life, His death and His resurrection. We celebrate the
life that we have in Him. We celebrate the abundant life we have in our life today through
Jesus. We celebrate the eternal life that we have in Heaven through Jesus.

As we move from Christmas to New Years, may we truly keep Christ in the celebration.
As we begin 2010, may we remember a phrase used with the year designation, A.D., Anno
Domini, The Year Of Our LoAd a church and as individuals, | challenge each of us to
truly strive to make 2010 #Athe year

We are better TOGETHER!




HappenedéHappeni ngéGonna H

Commi tt ee L ead-eThs dderdmeat with thg committee
leaders this past week to hear plans for the coming year. There are
some exciting things on the horizon for Westchurch. As plans are
finalized, information will be passed on to the church family. We will
need your help and participation to make things work. If you are not
currently serving on a committee, please see one of the committee
leaders or one of the elders or Jim to be directed to the right
committee..

Thanks—We want to express our thanks to all who participated in
the “Treats For Troops”, “Santa Bear Gift Box”, and bags for Tangi
Food Pantry. This congregation stepped up and did a great job to
help others.

First Wednesday Night Meals—During 2010, Pat Hayes will be
coordinating the planning of our meals on the first Wednesday of
each month. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to sign up
for each month. Please see Pat or Berni for more information.

Never Too Late
—Paul Faulkner—

Sometimes when we hear helpful hints for kids, we think, "Well, i's too late for us -- | should have
done that years ago." But folks, what we want you to know is that it's never too late, | mean never too
late!

Even if your kids have kids, whenever you decide to be that person God wants you to be, to love
your kids like God wants you to love your kids (or grandkids), then start doing it. Whether you are rich
or poor, whether your kids are old or young, you can decide NOW to start blessing those people.

And for the rest of your life, regardless of what happened yesterday, you'll be amazed at how much
better you will feel and how much family change you can affect in a short period of time. As long as you
are willing to change for the better, God can work in you to produce incredible results in yourself and in
those you love!

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed ir
with eveincreasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who i€tBeriStiaits 3:18 TNIV).

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardl

to his lik

y we are

renewed day by d2@orinthians 4:16).



http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=2+Corinthians+3%3A18
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=2+Corinthians+4%3A16

Holiday Hangover
d Sarah Stirmand

Here it is just a few days after Christmas and I've done it again: I'm suffering from yet another
holiday hangover. Not the kind that comes from indulging in too much alcohol, though the fit of my
pants indicates that overindulgence of something needs to be addressed. | have the kind of holiday
hangover you get from overspending, overeating, over-scheduling, and overdoing.

Every year | start the season with a deep resolve and an optimistic plan. | will budget for
Christmas for several months so that my family will not be eating lint-covered Christmas candy from
the bottom of our stockings as a meal by mid-January. | will deck the halls in manageable stages so
that | am not getting out the last of the decorations on December 24 to put away on December 26. |
will limit our family's activities so that when it comes time to distribute the gifts on Christmas morning
we still recognize each other. Those are always the plans. Then | wake up, it's December 26, and
this Christmas season has looked like all of the others.

It's the expense of Christmas that gets me every year. The postage for the Christmas cards, the
"one last" decoration we need, the "little gifts" that add up and add up, even the food we consume
this time of year seems to total a staggering amount. Then my children are out of school and expect
to eat during the day. What's that about? | bought them Christmas gifts, they expect me to feed them,
as well? And wouldn't it be a lovely Christmas outing for us to go to the movies together as a family?
Kids, | hope you learned something, because we just spent your first year of college on a two hour
movie and one tub of popcorn. Even with gasoline prices dropping, a 1,000 mile trip isn't cheap on
the fuel tank!

| try not to resent the overwhelming total of this time of year. It is completely within my power to
change what my family spends and every year | have grand intentions of doing just that. But | seem
to simply take the path of least resistance and most expense, and then gripe about it.

So here it is the limbo-week between Christmas and New Year's -- time to look back and look
forward. | have a moment to slow down and evaluate. Financial folks will tell you it's time to make an
end of year evaluation of your finances. Once I've found all the spare change in the couch, I'm
through with that exercise. It's also a good time to take an overall life evaluation. Is what I'm living
reflecting what | say | believe?

My thoughts turn to the expense of the season. | look back and count the outrageous cost of this
holiday. | repent of my extravagance as | think about the original cost of this holiday: "For God qo
loved the world that he gave his one and only(&bm 3:16 NIV). | sprinkle the financial
blessings God has given me on various things throughout this season, but God gave all He had for
the season. He allowed his only child to leave his heavenly home and come to this flawed world. He
did that so "... that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have evedetstifdd)f¢
Amazing.

| look toward 2010 with a grateful heart. Thankful for another day, possibly another year, to live a
life of gratitude, possibly a life of moderation, and share His blessings with the people He puts in my
path.
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http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=John+3%3A16
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=John+3%3A16

