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SUNDAY,  February 7, 2010 

Welcome to Westchurch!  As we gather today, we come together as God’s 
family!  We are here to worship our Father, learn more of our Brother, Jesus, 
and to strengthen and encourage each other.  We do each of these better today 
because you are here! 
 

I can do everything through him who gives me strength.ðPhilippians 4:13 

Please keep in your prayers: 
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer.  Please pick one up for your 
daily prayer/devotion time. 
 
Your participation 1-24-2010  -- Attendance .................................. 75 

Contribution .......................... $1,485 
Building Fund Balance .......... $4,885 

GEMS FROM JIM 

In 2004, he played football for Norwich University as a freshman.  
Norwich was not exactly known as a ―football powerhouse‖.  His 
sophomore year, he transferred to Mount Union College.  Mount was noted 
for a great football program, but Division 3 was not exactly the breeding 
ground for NFL players, let alone NFL stars. 

Fast-forward to today, February 7, 2010.  This evening, Pierre Garcon 
will be the first Mount Union alum to ever play in the Superbowl, joining a 
very small group of Division 3 players to have that honor. 

I believe that the one thing that sets Pierre Garcon apart from others who have played at 
smaller programs but did not make it to the pinnacle of the game, is not his talent, not his 
coaching, but his determination. 

Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves 

fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. (1 

Corinthians 15:58).  Think of all that we can accomplish for God with that kind of 

determination. 



HappenedéHappeningéGonna Happené 

First Wednesday Night Meals—Thanks to Cindi and Chris Fayette, 
Ruthie Wallace, and Brenda Dufour for preparing our meal last 
Wednesday. It was great and enjoyed by all.  About 30 people were 
there to enjoy this time of eating together followed by a period of singing.  
There are still some vacant months available to prepare the meal for our  
During 2010, Pat Hayes will be coordinating the planning of our meals 
on the first Wednesday of each month.  There is a sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board to sign up for each month.  Please see Pat or Berni for 
more information. 

Haiti Relief—Please continue to bring non perishable food, rice, beans, 
diapers, personal hygiene items, bandages and other medical supplies. 
Clothing is also still wanted for all ages. We will be accepting money for 
things that will need to be funded. For more information see Leon 
Halford or Kirk and Karen Bell. Thanks 

Videos Available—Thanks to the efforts of Chris Fayette, the following 
sermons from here at Westchurch are now available.  You can either 
check one out from the office or let Chris know and he can copy one for 
you to keep and share with others.  Very soon, they will also be 
available to watch on-line. 

10-11-09 Can God Really Meet My Needs? 
11-01-09 ñWho Am I?ò 
11-15-09 ñApproaching Life Successfullyò 
11-22-09 ñThanksgiving In Chainsò 
11-29-07 ñThe Great Commissionò 
12-06-09 ñChristmas Iséò 
12-20-09 ñThe Silent Saviorò 
12-27-09 ñWise Men Who Missed The Saviorò 
01-03-10 ñHappy Re-new Yearò 
01-10-10 ñSucceeding With Godò 
01-17-10 ñHe Is Hereò 
01-24-10 ñThis Is Next Yearò 



The coaches and owners of thirty NFL teams have just finished doing what Iôve been doing -- 
theyôve just watched the first half of SuperBowl XL. The big difference between them and me is very 
simple. For the last several weeks, theyôve been trying to figure out what they need to do to be good 
enough to play in SuperBowl XLI. All Iôve been worried about is what Iôm going to have for a half-time 
snack. 

In fact, the coaches, scouts, managers, and owners of the other thirty NFL teams will spend 
hundreds of hours over the next several months trying to determine what will be necessary for them to 
make themselves better so they have a competitive chance next season to be a SuperBowl contender. 
Hundreds of millions of dollars will be spent for teams to improve. Hundreds of coaches and players will 
be drafted, fired, and traded. 

They are serious about becoming better. Simply staying put will not help them advance to their 
goal. Status quo is really status deficio -- i.e., status failure. And their focus is a game ... a professional 
sport ... an afternoon of entertainment. 

What if we pursued holiness, spiritual growth, world evangelism, social justice, church growth, or a 
host of other godly goals with such passion? 

What if our churches took their call of God with the appropriate greater seriousness? 
What if we recognized that spiritual status quo was actually spiritual status deficio? 
While we say that our faith is the most important part of our lives, do we actually show it in the way 

we individually spend our money, commit our passion, pursue personal spiritual growth, invest our 
talents, and give of our best thought? 

While we moan and complain about the slip of societal values away from any form of godly norms, 
what have we done to é 

... invest our money in godly influence? 

... encourage our most talented media people into channeling their gifts for godly influence? 

... stimulate our brightest minds to become involved in culture changing pursuits -- politics, media, 
music, higher education, and journalism? 

The struggle we face is far too important to simply scream at the culture as it passes us by and 
looks at us as irrelevant relics of the past. Itôs time for us to put our lives, our churches, our money, our 
children, our service, and ourselves where our mouths are. If thirty teams are figuring out how they 
could be in a four point game at half-time in next yearôs SuperBowl, then what are we going to do in the 
most important task of all -- the redemption of lost humanity? 

Itôs time for us to decide to get in the game or get out of the way and quit pretending that Kingdom 

work is the most important work of all. Donôt take my word for it, listen to what the Lord Jesus said: But 

seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

Better Get Better 
—Phil Ware— 


