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SUNDAY, February 21, 2010

Welcome to Westchurch! As we gather today, we come together as God'’s
family! We are here to worship our Father, learn more of our Brother, Jesus,
and to strengthen and encourage each other. We do each of these better today
because you are here!

| can do everything through him who gives me strérigjtlippians 4:13

Please keep in your prayers:
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer. Please pick one up for your
daily prayer/devotion time.

Your participation last week -- Attendance...........ccccooveviiiiiiininnns 56
Contribution ..o, $1,382
Building Fund Balance.......... $4,925

N 4 GEMS FROM JIM v

Have you ever thought about any benefits from being sick -- | mean
really bad sick, like suffering a heart attack or breast cancer? How on
earth can anyone find something good coming out of such a bad
circumstance?

Yet research found that of a number of people who had these
serious illnesses, 51 percent reported healthy lifestyle changes. 58
percent said they had a greater appreciation of life and health. And 24
percent reported improved close relationships. Dealing with heavy
problems brought about good reevaluation and positive change.

Answer this question: if you found out today that you only had three
months to live, what would be the most important thing to you? What

would cease to be important? Don't wait for a crisis to look at your
problems.




HappenedéHappeni ngéGonna

Haiti Relief—Please continue to bring non perishable food, rice, beans,
diapers, personal hygiene items, bandages and other medical supplies.
Clothing is also still wanted for all ages. We will be accepting money for
things that will need to be funded. For more information see Leon Halford
or Kirk and Karen Bell. Thanks

Videos Available—Thanks to the efforts of Chris Fayette, the following
sermons from here at Westchurch are now available. You can either
check one out from the office or let Chris know and he can copy one for
you to keep and share with others. They are also now available to watch
on-line on our website. Use the “sermons” link then make your selection.
The “high res” choice is a larger viewing size, but requires a faster
connection. Thanks to Chris for all the work he has put into this effort.

10-11-09  Can God Really Meet My Needs?

11-01-09 A Who Am | ?20

11-15-09 A Approaching Life Successful
11-22-09 fAiThanksgiving I n Chainso
11-29-07 A The Great Commi ssi ono
12-06-09 A Chri stmas | séo

12-20-09 A The Silent Savioro
12-27-09 AnWi se Men Who Missed The
01-03-10 fAHappyneRwe Year o

01-10-10 A Succeeding With Godo
01-17-10 A He | s Her eo

01-24-10 A This | s Next Year o
02-07-10 ABe A Winnero

Sir Walter Scott had difficulty with the idea of "turning the other cheek." But Jesus' words
took on special meaning one day when Scott threw a rock at a stray dog to chase it away.
His aim was straighter and his delivery stronger than he had intended, for he hit the animal
and broke its leg. Instead of running off, the dog limped over to him and licked his hand. Sir
Walter never forgot that touching response. He said, "That dog preached the Sermon on the
Mount to me as few ministers have ever presented it." Scott said he had not found human
beings so ready to forgive their enemies.

H

Savi



Jesus Has What You Need
—Tim Archer—

At the end of the first century, the town of Laodicea was a thriving commercial center. It
was a wealthy city, one of the few towns to refuse government aid after a devastating
earthquake in the region. Clothing manufactured in Laodicea was sold throughout the
Roman empire, especially garments made of a beautiful black wool. Situated at the juncture
of three trade routes, the city was ideally located for doing business.

In addition, there was a world-famous medical school in Laodicea, famous for the
treatment of optical diseases. At the school, a salve for the eyes was prepared and shipped
to distant lands in the form of tablets.

Laodiceans had every right to be proud, and apparently they were. That's why Jesus'
words to Christians in that city had a sharp sting:

"You say, 'l am rich; | have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not

realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. | counsel you to buy from

me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you

can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can

see" (Revelation 3:17-18).

Wow! Though Laodicea was famous for its wealth, Jesus tells the Laodiceans they are in
direst poverty. He declares these producers of beautiful dark clothing to be naked, needing
white clothes he can provide. Despite Laodicea's fame in treating eye diseases, Jesus says
they are blind, needing the treatment only he can give.

What would he say about me? What points of pride would he address, showing the flaws
in my perceived strengths? What would he say of my possessions, my accomplishments,
my boasting? What would he say of my self-sufficiency?

| know what he would say. The truth. Jesus can see the real me. Not the facade | present
to the world, not the image | build up around myself. Jesus sees me. Jesus knows me.

He knows you too. You can fool everyone around you, but Jesus sees the real you. He
sees what you really need. | may not know you, but | can tell you that Jesus has what you
need. He can eliminate your spiritual poverty, clothe your emotional nakedness and heal
your inner blindness.

The Laodiceans needed Jesus. They needed what he had to offer, even though they
didn't realize it. Whether you know it or not, you need him too. As do I. Let's seek him
together.



http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Revelation+3%3A17-18

