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SUNDAY, February 28, 2010

Welcome to Westchurch! As we gather today, we come together as God'’s
family! We are here to worship our Father, learn more of our Brother, Jesus,
and to strengthen and encourage each other. We do each of these better today
because you are here!

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all yid Beter 1:15

Please keep in your prayers:
A comprehensive prayer list is available in the foyer. Please pick one up for your
daily prayer/devotion time.

Your participation last week -- Attendance...........ccccooveviiiiiinnnnn. 70
Contribution.......ccccoeeevvv. $2.125

Building Fund Balance.......... $4,945
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| do not believe that the church was an accidental creation of
God. There are too many things in scripture that show it's significance and
importance.

1. It is important because of the price that was paid for it. The church
was purchase by Christ with His blood. Now that is expensive and
significant!

2. The church is important and significant because it is the body of
Christ. This analogy signifies the interdependence we have within the
church on one another and the responsibility we have toward each
other.

3. The church is important and significant because it is God’s family.
This illustrates that we are related to one another and to the Father by
the blood of Christ!

4. The church is important and significant because she is the bride of
Christ. This is such a powerful illustration of her beauty and the love
that exists between the church and Christ.

IS THE CHURCH AS IMPORTANT AND SIGNIFICANT TO YOU AS
SHE IS TO CHRIST?
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Wednesday Evening Meal—This Wednesday, we will meet at 6:00
p.m. for our monthly meal. The meal will be provided. We ask for
donation of $2—3$3 per person to offset the cost of the meal. There is
a list on the bulletin board for those wishing to prepare a meal one
month. For more information, see Pat Hayes. Following our meal
together Wednesday, we will continue our Bible study series entitle
“Christian Character Clinic”, based on 2 Peter 1:5-7. We will
continue our study of Knowing God.

Haiti_Relief—Please continue to bring non perishable food, rice,
beans, diapers, personal hygiene items, bandages and other medical
supplies. Clothing is also still wanted for all ages. We will be
accepting money for things that will need to be funded. For more
information see Leon Halford or Kirk and Karen Bell. Thanks

Videos Available—Thanks to the efforts of Chris Fayette, several
sermons from here at Westchurch are now available. You can either
check one out from the office or let Chris know and he can copy one
for you to keep and share with others. They are also now available
to watch on-line on our website. Use the “sermons” link then make
your selection. The “high res” choice is a larger viewing size, but
requires a faster connection. Thanks to Chris for all the work he has
put into this effort. New ones will be added as quickly as possible.
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Holy, Please Hold The Adventure
—Sara Stirman—

Our church has a precious tradition on "Senior Sunday." On the day that we honor our graduating high school
seniors, we also commission our first-graders. The elders present the little guys with a Bible all of their own. The
year my now-10-year-old was in first grade, she happened to receive an "Adventure Bibld regular Bible, but
geared towards kids with insights into the "adventures" of following God.

This year, she decided she had outgrown that Bible. "I need a new Bible, Mom." "What's wrong with your
Bible?" "l want a 'Holy' one, not the 'Adventure' one."

| hope she understood my huge smile and suppressed laughter to be joy at her interest in reading God's
Word. As | repeated the story often, | realized that most of us really want our relationship with God to be like that.

| dearly love my worship times -- worship in the Sunday morning assembly, with my family of believers,
praising and worshiping together as well as worship alone with my Bible and my God as | recount all of the ways
He has blessed me. | do love the Holy moments with God.

| could really do without all the adventures -- the adventure of dangling on a ledge wondering if the Lord will
rescue me, the adventure of careening into blackness wondering how much further | could possibly fall, the
adventure of being alone in a crowd of people that don't understand why | possibly worship a God that demands so
much of me.

However, experience tells me | can't REALLY have one without the other. A safe, blissful faith is a faith
unchallenged and unchanged. My own adventures on my faith walk have shown me that they aren't just for
adventures' sake -- not at all like a crazy roller coaster ride where you just end up back where you started, only a
little shaken. No, adventures at the foot of His throne are Holy adventures, stretching, molding, and forming me
into His more perfect instrument, while constantly reminding me of His faithfulness through it all.

In 2 Corinthians 11, Paul recounts some grand adventures he experienced:

Five different times the Jews gave reirikitgshes. Three times | was beaten with rods. Onc|

stoned. Three times | was shipwrecked. Once | spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea.

many weary miles. | have faced danger from flooded rivers and from robbers. | have faced
own people, the Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. | have faced danger in the cities, in the

the stormy seas. And | have faced danger from men who claim to be Christians but are n

with weariness and pain and sleepless nights. Often | have been hungry and thirsty and ha

food. Often | have shivered with cold, without enough clothing to k@[ onethizmsi1:24-27

NLT)

If this were on the Christianity recruiting poster, | would probably pass.

What do you think that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (Daniel 3:16-30) thought as they marched up to the
furnace while the soldiers around them were dropping dead from the heat? I'm sure they thought that wasn't
exactly the adventure they had in mind when they awoke that morning. Can you imagine Daniel's thoughts as he
was led to the lion's den? (Daniel 6:10-28) Daniel could probably have done without quite so much adventure
himself. Yet his testimony of faith rings true with both the holy and the adventure! "Daniel was taken up out ¢
den, and no kind of hurt was found upon him, because he had trust¢bamdhg&2363YV)

So, when | want to say to God, as my precious daughter said to me, "I want the holy life, not the adventure
life!" He will gently reply, "Child, the holiness is IN the adventure. Trust in Me. | promise you the adventure of a
lifetime!"
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http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=11449&netp_id=210058&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=2+Corinthians+11
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=2+Corinthians+11%3A24-27
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Daniel+3%3A16-30
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Daniel+6%3A10-28
http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=erv&query=Daniel+6%3A23

